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what’s a zine?


“… a self-pubilcation, motivated by a 
desire for self-expression, not for profit.”




•  Often represent minority opinions



•  Document otherwise undocumented events, movements, 

scenes, subcultures…



•  Even with the rise of modern technologies, fanzines tend 

to be intentionally produced with less sophisticated 
methods & materials than “prozines”


•  Many professional artists were first published in zines
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Feminism 

Media studies


Print/Publishing arts

Hobbyist culture

Girls and women


Gender and LGBTQ studies 

Independent press


Literature and poetry

Activism 


Participatory culture

Mental health


Anarchism

Motherhood


Alternative lifestyles

Veganism and vegetarianism


DIY culture 

High school culture


Pop culture appropriation 

Sex work


Fat acceptance movement

Body image and eating disorders 


Race studies
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“One thing you almost never find in a science fiction 
fanzine is science fiction. Rather ... fanzines were 
the social glue that created a community out of a 
worldwide scattering of readers.”




– Science Fiction Culture

by Camille Bacon-Smith,


U of Pennsylvania Press, 2000
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"It's hard to remember now, but well into the 1990s, 
fanzines were the lifeblood of the underground music 
world. It wasn't that long ago that there was no e-mail, 
no social networking, no Bandcamp or Soundcloud…."




"Conflict Zine Returns: 

Here Are Five Others We'd Like to See Come Back,”


by Mike Appelstein,River Front Times, 27 March 2013

http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/rftmusic/2013/03/conflict_zine_and_five_others.php
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"Zines...challenge the easily digestible 
mainstream media. They can open students' eyes 
to other outlets for information, showing 
alternate sources and forcing students to see how 
the accessible information that is often just taken 
for fact also has origins and agendas.“

 


– Amy Wan,

"Not Just for Kids Anymore:


Using Zines in the Classroom”
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finding zines


libraries & archives, bookstores, record stores, community 
spaces, zine fests, online distros, creator websites, Etsy
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zines in Austin




over 1750 zines
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Before the advent of the internet, fanzines were among the 
lowest-barrier paths to self-expression. They still are.




Sure, now some zines are blogs.

Even zines that used to be zines.




Apathy Trend: http://apathytrend.blogspot.com/


Conflict: http://issuu.com/conflict2013




But people are still making zines.
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POC Zine Project

poczineproject.tumblr.com




UT Libraries Zine Collection


(at Fine Arts Library)

lib.utexas.edu/subject/zines/collection 




UT Fine Arts Library’s zine guide


lib.utexas.edu/subject/zines




ZineWiki

zinewiki.com




Sherwood Forest Zine Library


Hours: 
facebook.com/Sherwood-Forest-Zine-Library-

Book-Share-457180610992683/

Catalog: sherwoodforestzinelibrary.org







Austin Fanzine Project

austinfanzineproject.org




Austin Zine Fest

austinzinefest.com/




#ZineHarder


zinelibraries.info/zine-harder/ 




Barnard Zine Library

zines.barnard.edu/ 




Queer Zine Archive Project


archive.qzap.org




Monk Mink Pink Punk

ronsen.org/monkminkpinkpunk



